
Dates to Remember: 
 

Chapel  
October 6 & 7 

*** 
Canned Food Drive 

September 27-October 1 
*** 

Columbus Day 
NO SCHOOL 

Monday, October 11 
*** 

Teacher In-service 
NO SCHOOL 

Tuesday, October 12 
*** 

Fall Festival & Book Fair 
October 14 

*** 
Book Fair 

October 11-15  
*** 

School Pictures 
October 18-22 

*** 
Canned Food Drive 

October 25-29 
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From the Director… 
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It is the beginning of a new school year here at St. John’s Lutheran Preschool.  
If you are new to our family we are glad that you are here and hope to see you 
for many years to come.  For our returning families, welcome back.  We are 
glad to see familiar faces in the halls and eager to get to know all of the new 
ones. 
 

This is a very special year for us here at the Preschool.  We are celebrating 
our 20th year!  Twenty years of making a difference in the lives of children in 
the Springfield area.  It is hard to believe that it all started with 2 teachers and 
14 students.  Today we have a staff of 16 and an enrollment of 195!  Talk 
about change!  I have been blessed to be a part of St. John’s Lutheran 
Preschool for 17 of the 20 years.  Throughout those years I have been a part 
of many changes.  We have experienced deep sadness and great joy.  We have 
seen the children of our staff members grow up (some into young adults).  We 
have see some of your children grow into young adults too!  Our first 2 1/2 
year olds will be graduating from college this spring! 
 

As so many things around the preschool have changed there has always been 
one constant that we all look to—God.  We know that He is with us every day 
when we step through the doors.  He is guiding us, leading us, providing the 
words, comfort and love that each staff member uses to make this a safe, 
loving and nurturing environment for your child.  Our building has changed, 
our staff has changed, and our curriculum has changed but our belief that 
every child is precious and that God is watching over each of us and loves us 
unconditionally has not changed in 20 years.   
 

Watch for highlights of the past 20 years in our newsletter this year.  To start 
we have included pictures of our staff from 20 years ago (give or take a few 
years).  We hope you enjoy these strolls down memory lane. 
 

To end I would like to say thank you for returning or starting new.  We will 
continue to do what we do best and have done for 20 years—provide a 
quality, Christian education to your children.  And who knows I soon may 
even start to see 2nd generation students—oh no! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Terri 
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October 
 
1-3—Barry Apple Festival.  Barry, IL 
2—Fur, Feather, Fall Fling.  Henson 
Robinson Zoo. 
2-3, 9-10, 11—A-Maze-ing Corn 
Maze Festival.  Auburn United 
Methodist Church. 
9 & 10—Pumpkin Festival at Broom 
Orchard.  9am-6pm.  
www.broomorchard.com 
9—Fall Festival at Miller Park.  2pm-
5pm.  Bloomington. 
15 & 16—Jack-O-Lantern 
Spectacular.  Washington Park.  
Admission. 
23 & 24—Zoolie Ghoulie.  2pm-
6pm.  Henson Robinson Zoo.  
Admission. 
30—Halloween at the Market.  
Downtown Springfield. 
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A Good A Start 
 

Morning can be a hectic time but did you know that 
breakfast is the most important meal of your child’s 

day?  It provides the nutrients and energy he needs to 
concentrate in school.  Research even shows that kids who eat breakfast 
get better grades, pay more attention in class and behave better.  Here are 

some suggestion to help your child begin his day on the right foot: 
 

Make time—set the alarm to allow 10-15 unhurried minutes for breakfast.  
Suggest several healthy breakfast items, and let your child choose. 

Make it healthy—give your child a mix of protein (such as milk, eggs, 
cheese, or meat) and carbohydrates (whole-grain cereal, fruit or whole-

wheat bread).  The carbohydrates boost energy and help your child jump-
start his day, while the protein keeps his body going strong until 

lunchtime. 
 

-adapted from “Nutrition Nuggets” 

FY I  
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Your children can create homemade instruments that will 
have your family marching to the beat—and enjoying a 
workout in the process.  Suggest that they start with these: 
· Tape the lids shut on two empty oatmeal canisters, and 

then tape the two containers together into a bongo 
drum.  Hold the drum with one hand, and beat with the 
other. 

· Put uncooked rice into two clean, empty plastic bottles, 
and screw the tops on tightly.  Shake them like 
maracas. 

· Stretch rubber bands around a small, open box.  Strum 
like a guitar. 

Let each family member choose and 
instrument to play.  Then, put on 
upbeat music and play a musical 
version of Follow the Leader.  
When the song ends, switch 
instruments and leaders, and start 
again 
-adapted from “Nutrition Nuggets” 

You can now follow  
St. John’s Lutheran Preschool on 

 
 
 

We are launching this page as  
another avenue to share information 
about events and happenings at our 

school. 
We will NOT post pictures of the  

children on this site.  
  

Go to our page and check it out.  Don’t 
forget to “like” us! 
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Fall Festival 
& Book Fair 

 

When:  October 14 
Time:    5:30—7:00 pm 
 

Where:  St. John’s 
Lutheran Preschool 
 

Look for 
more 

information 
to come 

home with 
your child 

School Pictures will be the 
week of October 18  

 

Look for more  
information to 
be sent home 

with your 
child. 
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A Few of our  
Favorite Things 

We are so very proud of what we have to offer you here at St. John’s 
Lutheran Preschool.  One particular area where we really shine, 
though, is our staff.  Please take a moment and get to know our  
preschool staff family and check out what we looked like 20 years 
ago!   

Terri Harms 
Director 

 
My favorite color:  Green & Purple 
My favorite restaurant:  The Corner Pub 
My favorite sport:  NASCAR 
My favorite holiday:  Christmas or “National Snowman Day” 
My favorite movie:  An Affair to Remember 
My favorite book:  Harry Potter books 
My favorite type of music:  Country 
Hobbies:  Computer games & scrapbooking 

Anne Van Berkom 
Director 

 
My favorite color:  Purple 
My favorite restaurant:  Bella Milano 
My favorite sport:  Hockey & Ice Skating 
My favorite holiday:  Christmas 
My favorite movie:  Grease 
My favorite book:  Jane Austen novels 
My favorite type of music:  Anything 
Hobbies:  Cheering for my kids at their sporting events, 
jogging, biking & reading 



A few of my favorite 
things….. 

Julie Simmons 
Teacher 

M-F 4 am & pm 
 
My favorite color:  Forest Green  
My favorite restaurant:  Chinese 
My favorite sport:  Soccer 
My favorite holiday:  Christmas 
My favorite movie:  Action 
My favorite book:  Jane Austen 
My favorite type of music:  Classic Rock 
Hobbies:  Reading 

Heather Zoschke 
Aide 

M-F 4 am 
 
My favorite color:  Green 
My favorite restaurant:  Like them all 
My favorite sport:  Walking/Hiking 
My favorite holiday: Christmas  
My favorite movie:  Monty Python 
My favorite book:  Adventure 
My favorite type of music:  All genres  
Hobbies:  My pets, reading 

Courtney Peters 
Office Manager 

 
My favorite color:  Pink 
My favorite restaurant:  Xochimilco & Cheddar’s 
My favorite sport:  NASCAR—go #88! 
My favorite holiday:  Thanksgiving & Halloween 
My favorite movie:  “National Treasure 1 & 2” & “The 
Saint” 
My favorite book:  Pride & Prejudice 
My favorite type of music:  Country 
Hobbies:  Reading, watching & attending NASCAR races, 
going to concerts 
 
  



A few of my 
favorite 

things….. 

Jodi Clark 
Teacher 

M-F 3am & pm, MW 3am, TTF 3am, MWF 3pm & 
TT 3pm 

 
My favorite color:  Purple & Yellow 
My favorite restaurant:  Any 
My favorite sport:  Golf & Basketball 
My favorite holiday:  Christmas 
My favorite movie:  A Walk to Remember 
My favorite book:  Christian Fiction 
My favorite type of music:  Christian 
Hobbies:  Reading, walking, attending my children’s sporting 
events and vacationing with my family 

Teri Roscetti 
Aide 

M-F 3am, MW 3am, TTF 3am  
 
My favorite color:  Purple 
My favorite restaurant:  Any 
My favorite sport:  Any sport my kids are involved in 
My favorite holiday:  Christmas 
My favorite movie:  Comedies 
My favorite book:  Any by Jodi Picoult 
My favorite type of music:  Country 
Hobbies:  Attending my kids sporting events...one day! 



Susan Walsh 
Aide 

MWF 3am, TT 3am & M-F 4pm   
 
My favorite color:  I love all colors! 
My favorite restaurant:  Bob Evans 
My favorite sport:  Football 
My favorite holiday:  Thanksgiving & Christmas 
My favorite movie:  Anything on Lifetime  
My favorite book:  I love cookbooks 
My favorite type of music:  Country-Rock 
60s,70s,80s 
Hobbies: Fishing, Baking   

Liz Bixby 
Bible & Music Teacher 

 
My favorite color:  Sea Blue  
My favorite restaurant:  Any Mexican & Olive Garden 
My favorite sport:  Volleyball & Tennis 
My favorite holiday:  Thanksgiving & Christmas 
My favorite movie:  Any starring Sandra Bullock or Julia 
Roberts 
My favorite book:  Berenstein Bears with my kids, JD Rob books 
My favorite type of music:  Variety  
Hobbies:  Reading, making cards and walking 

Pat Mahoney 
Teacher 

         MWF 3am, TT 3am and  MWF 4pm  
 
My favorite color:  Red 
My favorite restaurant: Everything! 
My favorite sport:  Bicycling 
My favorite holiday:  Thanksgiving 
My favorite movie:  Miracle on 34th Street 
My favorite book:  Too many to name! 
My favorite type of music:  Country & Easy Listening 
Hobbies:  Walking, bicycling, cooking, reading, shopping 



Karen Mann 
Teacher 

MW 2am, TT 2am 
 

My favorite color:  Pink 
My favorite restaurant:  Italian, Panera Bread, McCormick's 
My favorite sport:  Football 
My favorite holiday:  Easter & Christmas 
My favorite movie:  Sound of Music 
My favorite book:  Christian novels, romance, suspense, true 
family stories, short stories 
My favorite type of music: Christian, Oldies , Jazz, Classical 
Hobbies:  Flower gardening, shopping, dancing, learning about 
child development  for all ages 

Angie Thuma 
Teacher 
TTF 4am 

 
My favorite color:  Blue 
My favorite restaurant:  Jimmy Oh’s 
My favorite sport:  tennis/soccer 
My favorite holiday:  Christmas 
My favorite movie:  Into the Wild 
My favorite book:  The Art of Racing in the Rain 
My favorite type of music:  Depends on the mood-I like 
all kinds 
Hobbies: Painting, reading, cooking   

Tricia Schlosser 
Aide 

TTF 4am 
 
My favorite color:  Red 
My favorite restaurant:  Ross Isaac  
My favorite sport:  Baseball 
My favorite holiday:  Halloween 
My favorite movie:  Goonies 
My favorite book:  Anything suspense 
My favorite type of music:  Rock 
Hobbies:  Playing piano, reading, playing games with my kids 



Regenia Plake 
Aide 

MW 2am & TT 2am 
 

 
My favorite color:  Purple 
My favorite restaurant:  Any 
My favorite sport:  Baseball 
My favorite holiday:  Christmas 
My favorite movie:  The Blind Side 
My favorite book:  Anything by Beth Moore 
My favorite type of music:  Worship 
Hobbies:  Baseball, softball, volleyball (my children’s 
activities), reading 

Ann Maloney 
Teacher 

MWF 4am 
 

 
My favorite color:  Orange 
My favorite restaurant:  Olive Garden 
My favorite sport:  Soccer 
My favorite holiday:  Thanksgiving 
My favorite movie:  Sound of Music 
My favorite book:  Pride and Prejudice 
My favorite type of music:  Jazz 
Hobbies:  Gardening and reading 

Leanne Smith 
Aide 

MWF 4am 
 

 
My favorite color:  Purple 
My favorite restaurant:  Panera Bread 
My favorite sport:  Football & Motocross 
My favorite holiday:  Christmas 
My favorite movie:  Grease 
My favorite book:  Candle in the Darkness 
My favorite type of music:  Just about anything, except rap! 
Hobbies:  Reading  


